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conservation planning  
ecological restoration
regenerative design

By integrating stormwater management and ecosystem 
enhancement, the University can cost-effectively exceed many state 
and local regulations while also improving the ecological health 
and sustainability of its campuses.

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

Rutgers Stormwater and Landscape Management Master Plan
Piscataway/New Brunswick, New Jersey

Physiographic Province
Coastal Plain

Bioregion
Chesapeake/Delaware Bays

Watershed
Raritan

Applying a holistic, 
ecosystems-based ap-

proach, Biohabitats developed 
a Stormwater and Landscape 
Management Master Plan 
(SWLMMP) for the Busch 
and Livingston Campuses of 
Rutgers University.  

The Biohabitats team be-
gan by developing a sound 
understanding of the exist-
ing ecological conditions and 
green infrastructure resources 

of the 1,700 acres of campus 
and surrounding areas. The 
Biohabitats team was then able 
to explore opportunities to 
enhance and integrate these 
assets throughout the cam-
puses while also providing the 
highest level of water quality 
and quantity controls. 

The recommended strategy 
considered fi scal effi ciency 
of treatment measures that 
optimize treatment capabil-
ity, ecological function and 
landscape position. Long-term 
operation and maintenance 
considerations were also 
factored into the strategy to 
account for desired longevity 
and performance. 

The overall planning approach 
for this project focused on 
conservation, restoration and 
retrofi tting and sustainable 
landscape and stormwater 
management for future devel-
opment. Biohabitats identifi ed 
principles and techniques that 
could be applied throughout 
various University settings, yet 
were specifi c enough to refl ect 
the unique ecological char-
acteristics and opportunities 
on the Busch and Livingston 
campuses.
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