Laser Laboratories

General Information

•
Lasers can produce either visible and/or invisible beams when operating (“ON”) that can injure the eye or skin; however, these beams don’t produce contamination and can’t injure you if they are “OFF”

•
Lasers and their support equipment consist of various electrical components, and may also contain chemicals or compressed gas. These components can be dangerous if disturbed

•
All laser laboratory doors are posted with a “Caution” sign as well as “Danger” signs for higher powered units

Requirements for Working Safely In Laser Labs

•
Observe and respect all posted signs, “In Use” lights, and laser laboratory rules established by the faculty member

•
Coordinate routine maintenance and repair activities with lab faculty member identified on the “Caution” sign to ensure the laser is “Off” and other potential safety issues are properly addressed and identified

•
Conduct custodial work (i.e., emptying trash containers) in the same manner as chemical labs when the laser is “OFF”
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•
If you have questions, speak to the laser lab faculty member first, and then Tom Block at REHS (5-2550)
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